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[4] CHAPTER I.

OF THE REMOVAL OF THE HOUSE OF SAINTE MARIE TO

THE ISLAND OF ST. JOSEPH.

I N consequence of the bloody victories obtained by
the Iroquois over our Hurons at the commence-
ment of the Spring of last year, 1649, and of the

more than inhuman acts of barbarity practiced toward
their prisoners of war, and the cruel torments piti-
lessly inflicted on Father Jean de Brebeuf and Father
Gabriel Lallemant, Pastors of this truly suffering
Church,— terror having fallen upon the neighboring
villages, which were dreading a similar misfortune,—
all the inhabitants dispersed. These poor, distressed
people forsook their lands, houses, and villages, and
all that in the world was dearest to them, in order to
escape the cruelty of an enemy whom they feared
more than a thousand deaths, and more than all that
remained before their eyes,— calculated as that was
to strike terror into hearts already wretched. Many,
[5] no longer expecting humanity from man, flung
themselves into the deepest recesses of the forest,
where, though it were with the wild beasts, they
might find peace. Others took refuge upon some
frightful rocks that lay in the midst of a great Lake
nearly four hundred leagues in circumference,—
choosing rather to find death in the waters, or from
the cliffs, than by the fires of the Iroquois. A goodly
number having cast in their lot with the people of
the Neutral Nation, and with those living on the


